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This was the end of the Liberal League. It had died of
inanition* But although its place was to know it no more,
it nevertheless left an evil legacy behind it in the Liberal
Party* Henceforward, the private Liberal member always
had his suspicions of Grey and Haldane; nor did even
Asquith altogether escape. The consequence was that the
three Imperialists tended, in all matters appertaining to
foreign policy, to form a little clique, guarding its secrets
rather jealously, and getting definitely out of touch with
the main stream of Liberal opinion* Ultimately, the
consequences might have proved disastrous,* in fact, nothing
less than a serious cleavage of opinion in the Liberal ranks
with regard to the policy to be pursued in the face of
Germany's challenge in 1914. Such a cleavage was only
averted by Germany's fatal blunder in violating'Belgium,
Hope of civil war within the ranks of Liberalism was not
the only argument which weighed with Balfour, inducing
him to tender his resignation: he himself was being dis-
agreeably pressed by Chamberlain and the out-and-out
Protectionists* Hiey were, in fact, tired of his equivocal
leadership; and felt that the conversion of the rank and
file of the party to the Birmingham policy had gone far
enough to warrant its being imposed upon the dissentient
minority. Balfour was anxious to remain on the fence;
but regardless of his express desire, a resolution calling for
the whole undiluted Chamberlain policy was carried at the
meeting of the National Union of Conservative Associa-
tions, at Newcastle, on November I4th! Five days later,
Chamberlain himself, in defiance of his chief, at a meeting
of the Liberal Unionist Council, protested vehemently
against making further concessions to the Free Trade
minority; and compared the Unionist Party to an .army
which was being led into battle on the principle that the
lamest man should set its pace. Such open rebellion could